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Obituaries

Robert Friedmann, helped found Freedom 'Il'all
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RobutF,Frhdmlnn.vlhode
voted much of his life to preserv-

3 firmly
that knowledge of history would
prevent the repetition of tragic
mistakes of the past.

He was no stranger to tragedy.
Mr. Friedmann was a teenager
when Nazis began a reign of terror
in his native Czechoslovakia. At

stapo for writing anti-Nazi slogans
on public walls. His parents
bought his freedom and sent him
to Italy, where he joined other
Jewish children in a life-saving

1In Palestine, Mr. Friedmann
lived on a kibbutz headed by Da-
vid Ben-Gurion, later the prime
minister of Israel. Ben-Gurion rec-

ment of the Czech army in Pales-
tine under British command but
contracted malaria while serving
in Libya. His illness led to his
transfer to the British Ministry of
Information in London, where he
attended the University of London
and worked as a political cartoon-
ist for the Central European Ob-

to Henrietta Szold, a prominent
Jewish scholar who sponsored a
number of Jewish refugee chil-
dren. She funded Mr. Friedmann's

server,a

At the end of World War I1, the
Allied Occupation Forces enlisted
Mr. Friedmann's help and lan-
guage skills — at the time, he was

1965 GLOBE FILE PHOTO
Robert Friedmann (right), at Freedom Foundation meeting.

ton Convention and Visitors Bu-
reau, and the publication of the
Official Guide to Boston and its
Neighborhoods. Mr. Friedmann
also established satellite offices of
the ad agency in Moscow and cre-
ated Russian ad campaigns for a
prominent array of clientele, in-
cluding Volvo and Sony.

But Mr. Friedmann devoted
the most time and energy to help-
ing found the Freedom Trail — so
much so that tourism industry in-
siders began to jokingly refer to it

education at the Bezalel School of  fluent in Czech, English, and Ger-  as the “Friedmann trail.”
Art in Jerusalem. man — in liberating Nazi concen- Mr. Friedmann tirelessly cam-
After finishing his studies, Mr. tration camps. One of the camps  paigned and raised money for the
Friedmann helped form a detach-  he visited was Auschwitz. There, establishment of the trail, which
~————  hemetthelandlord u!hhlnmily’s today includes 16 historic sites
in Cz and i
landlord confirmed Mr. l-‘rled- nent tourism destination, attract-
mann’s worst His par-  ing visitors i
= INMEMORIAM s Eiiesn
Though devastated, Mr. Fried-  ic landmarks on the trail repre-
mann his sented the freedom that had
work. evaded his family.
Gone But Not “He was such a displaced man, “He truly loved this country be-
DAVID & ROBERT| but you'd never know it,” Ilu cause he believed in freedom,” his
H@ daughter Loretta McGovern said.  daughter said. “It meant so much
"% ,.‘.;."mm “He was the single most charming to him after losing his parents.”
T human being I've ever known.” In addition to his work with
;10-‘9' After the liberation of the the Freedom Trail and the Free-
wm@gﬂ‘sm camps, Mr. vedasa dom Trail the group
US officer in the graphics section that oversees the attraction, Mr.
ELLEN B. MADDEN (Cusick) of the Civil Censorship Division, ~Friedmann was involved with the
£, Memorial Mass """c‘?.'m idat|  where he produced political car- publication of several business
i S e e o0 Satwr|  toons for Army publications such  and travel magazines and in 1989,
- as Stars and Stripes. At work, he  published Moscow Business Inter-
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fell in love with Ines Steigmann,
who worked to censor the mail of
foreign nationals held prisoner by
the United States. The two mar-
ried and returned briefly to

Remember your
loved ones

st

Honor your departed family
members and friends with an
“In Memotiam" notice in
‘The Boston Globe.

Ask us about placing a
photograph of your loved one
in the “In Memoriam” notice.

For more information, call
617 929 1500.
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‘where then-For-
eign Minister Jan Masaryk award-
ed Mr. Friedmann a Medal of
Honor for his war efforts.

In 1947, the Fri im-

national, the first bilingual trade
magazine in the Soviet Union.

In 1990, many years after di-
vorcing his first wife, Mr. Fried-
mann married Tanya Boene, an
employee of the Russian newspa-
per Pravda.

Mr. Friedmann served as gov-
ernor of the New England League
of Agencies and direc-

‘the United States and
settled in Brookline. Mr. Fried-
mann became a artist
and in 1949, cofounded Parsons,
Friedmann and Central, Inc., a
successful Boston-based advertis-
ing and marketing agency. Their
projects included the opening of
the Mystic River Bridge, the “New
Boston™ promotions under then-
‘Mayor Kevin White, the transfor-
‘mation of the Boston Chamber of
Commerce into the Greater Bos-

mmm. 2 )

tor of the National League of Ad-
wvertising Agencies, among other
corporate and charitable board
positions.

In addition to his daughter Lo-
retta and wife, Tanya, both of Re-
vere, and his former wife, Ines, of
Boston, he leaves three other
daughters, Rebecca Ross and Dr.
Rhonda Friedmann, both of Shar-
on, and Anita Stevens, of Las Ve-
gas; and six grandchildren.

A funeral was held Tuesday.
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